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Abstract: 

Conflicts over economic, ecologic and regional development policy goals shape the 

agricultural and forest policies. The scientific and practical discourses concerning 

those policies in the EU and Germany were heavily influenced by the greening 

paradigm in the last 25 years. Environmental Policy Integration (EPI) was presented 

and discussed as a policy mode to reduce the negative ecological impacts of 

agriculture and forestry. 

The study analyzes the policy processes of the implementation of EU environmental 

policies in Brandenburg, Lower Saxony, North Rhine Westfalia and Saxony-Anhalt 

and contributes insights to the research on sectoral power and power relations. 

Based on qualitative empirical research findings on the power relations between the 

policy sectors agriculture, forestry and nature conservation are presented. 

On a theoretical level the study combines and integrates different theoretical 
approaches to explain environmental policies and their failures. A critical-materialist 
policy analysis approach is combined with a materialistic political philosophy and the 
concepts of policy sectors and EPI. 
 
Based on four case studies on the political processes of the implementation of EU 

environmental policies in Brandenburg, Lower Saxony, North Rhine Westfalia and 



Saxony-Anhalt the study describes and analyzes the degree of EPI in the agricultural 

and forestry policies of those subnational governments. 

EPI depends on the politico economic development of the regional agriculture and 

forestry sectors. Bureaucracies as well as business associations and enterprises, all 

having politico economic interests, dominate the political processes of greening 

sectoral land use policies. Profitability and growth block the greening of agricultural 

and forestry policies. 

Privileged access of economic oriented actors to the decision making arenas, the 

identity of ideologies between bureaucracies and business associations and the 

dependency of bureaucracies from a successful accumulation are blocking the 

greening of sectoral policies. 

EPI depends on the selective combination and bundling of powerful and less 

powerful actors.  
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